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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of the problem 
JThe problem of this study is to determine pre-
ferences in written activities of the Social Studies among 
fifth and sixth grade pupils. 
Although some data are available concerning 
interests, little is available in the Social Studies field. 
Teachers have found out what children like to do after years 
of experience on a particular grade level or fair·ty long 
acquaintanceship with a particular group of pupils. It is 
a well-known fact that many children heartily dislike writ-
ten activities but it is an equally well-known fact· that 
some sort of written activity_ is inevitably put into use 
before the completion of any unit in the Social Studies. 
Ey talking of children's preferences rather than 
interests, a different light is thrown upon the situation. 
The aspect of choice is implied in "What do you prefe.r to 
do?", whereas "In what are you interested?" gives a wider 
margin of decision. 
Upholding the idea that preference gives a more 
accurate picture of what children like best to do, the 
purposes of this study are: 
1 
1. To determine what -written activities fifth 
-
and sixth grade boys and girls like best to do in the 
Social Studies • 
...&.:. To determine what written activities are 
preferred by sixth grade boys and girls in the Social Studies 
~-- To determine what written activities are 
preferred by fifth grade boys and girls in the Social Studies 
...!:_ ___ To determine what written activities are 
least preferred by fifth and si-xth grade boys and girls. 
~- To determine what written activities are 
least preferred by sixth grade boys and girls. 
5. To determine what written activities are 
--·· 
least preferred by fifth grade boys and girls • 
..:J..:_ To discover reasons for variances in choice, 
if there are such, between the fifth and sixth grade pupils. 
~ To consider the individual results of choices 
for a sampling of boys and girls in each grade, seeking to 
determine reasons for such choices. 
Previous research 
The field of children's preferences and interests 
is a vast one which has been little explored. Investigation 
has been carried on only during the last fifteen years. 
We have become more and more concerned and interested in 
just what children are interested in. 
2 
For example, investigation& l/ have been carried on concern-
ing what activities children like beat to do outside of 
school, what motion pictures they prefer, what hobbies they 
enjoy most, what books they like best to read or what about 
science 2/ interests them most. A great many investigations 
have been carried on in reading, 31 it long having been rec-
ognized that a key to good reading is a lively interest in 
what is being read. 
Sheldon 4/ made an investigation in an ef'fort to 
assist in solving the problem of securing and holding child-
ren's interests. Information revealing children's likes 
and dislikes and the intensity of same seemed pertinent to 
the solution of this problem. 
1/ Childrens' Interests 
Twelfth Yearbook of the California 
_Elementary School Principals' ASsociation 
Oakland, California 1940 
2/ West, Joe Young A Techniq~e for Appraising Certain Ob-
servable Behavior of Children in Science 
in Elementary Schools 
Contributions to Education No. 728 
Teachers' College, Columbia University 
New York, 1937 
3/ Lyons, Catherine L. An Evaluation of the Relative Appeal 
of Reading Assignments 
Ed. M. Thesis :Boston University 
Boston, 1943 
4/ Sheldon, Donald R. Children's Intefesta 
Elementa»~ School Journal 
·:mtt!-3: 65 November, 1932 
-- -=-~==c~~=-======== 
Lee and Lee· l/ state that "The things children have come to 
be interevted in may best be located incidentally. A direct 
questionnaire may be helpful in some cases but definitely 
misleading in others. Children of elementary school age are 
not old enough to be introspective. The most valid and val-
uable technique of direct investigation ie the patred com-
parison. Frutchey 2/ used this technique with considerable 
success when children's interests were studied both by this 
method and by case studies. The results were very close. 
The simplest and most valuable method from many 
angles, ie that of observation and recording. Anecdotal 
records are being kept more and more. The more records of 
this type that are available for each child, the more chance 
there is of understanding him and helping him in hie devel-
opment of an integrated and well-adjusted personality." 
Of significance in drawing conclusions concerning 
reasons for choices, Fryer 3/ states that "Teachers should 
recognize that interests develop largely because of the type 
of experience a child has had along that particular line. 
1/ Lee, J. Murray and Lee, Doris May The Child and His 
Curriculum Chap.IV•l2 
2/ Frutchey, F. P. 
3/ Fryer, Douglas 
Appleton Century,l940 
Collecting Evidences of Childrens' 
Preferences 
Educational Research Bulletin pp.l73-178 
XIV-7: October 16, 1935 
Measurement of Interests in Relation 
to Human Adjustment Chap. VII pp.223 
Henry Holt, 1931 
4 
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If it fills a need of his, either directly or indirectly, 
by giving him satisfaction of attention or approval he does 
not otherwise obtain; if his experience with it has been 
successful and satisfying; i:e it presents a challenge, a 
problem which he is able to solve without too much dif-
ficulty; if he feels its relationship to himself or his 
needs it will probably have developed into an intere~t.• 
Pupils are supposed to do better in those 
activities which they like. Many studies have been carried 
on concerning this question, especially in the high schoo·l. 1 
There is no doubt that interest and achievement go together. 
In an investigation by Dawson 21 we find the 
preferences among those things which are most immediately 
within their experience. 
1/ Coleman, H. J. 
2/ Dawson, Mildred A. 
Wri tt·en Composition Interests of 
Junior and Senior High Pupils 
contributions to Education No. 494 
Teachers' College, CqJ~bia Univereit 
New York, 1931 
Children's Preferences for Conver-
sational Topics 
Elementary School Journal 
XXXVII: 429-437 . F~:pruary, 1937 
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Preparation 
CHAPTER II 
PROCEDURE OF INVESTIGATION 
Social Studies have become increasingly more im-
portant as a major subject in the elementary school. A large 
part of the curriculum t::an be centered around the Social 
Studies program and it is in this subject that the greatest 
enthusiasms are shown by the pupils. It becomes pertinent, 
then, to seek to find out what activities pupils enjoy must 
and whether there is a great difference from grade to grade. 
Frutchey ·1/ suggests several ways by which child-
ren's preferences in activities outside of school may be 
judged. These are paired-comparison method and several as-
pects of the observational method. 
In the paired-comparison method he sets up a list 
of activities and then presents it in such a way that every 
activity is compared toevery other activity, giving the one 
taking the test an opportunity to choose between every act-
ivity as compared to each other activity. 
In the observational method the testor may observe 
1/ Frutchey, F. P. 
=====#=--------
Collecting Evidences of Childrens' 
Preferences 
Educational Research Bulletin 
-xfv-7: october 16, 1935 
pp.l?3-178 
6 
l the actions, questions and voluntary opinions stated by the 
child, what hie preferences appe•r to be. The drawback here 
is that an opportunity to do something new and different may 
appear to rank high when in truth the pupil may only be mak-
ing the most of a rare opportunity. He really prefers other 
activities to this rare one. 
Another way of judging children's preferences is 
to have either parent or both check the list of activities in 
the order in which they believe, from observation, their 
child would choose. Here again, they may be misled by the 
enthusiasm shown over a rarely experienced activity. In 
every case the observational method depends a great deal on 
how well the observer knows the child. In the paired-com-
parison method the child must understand that these activities 
mean now, at the present time. What influences have been 
brought to bear on hie choices, unless we known him exceeding-
ly well, are hard to foreee or tQke into consideration when 
judging the results of hie choices. 
Further bearing out of Frutchey's findings are 
those of Herring •. 1/ "It is assumed that children's choices 
between paired stimuli are a better criterion than the judg-
ments of adults who observe the behavior of liking and dis-
liking ••• . ••••••••••.• " 
1/ Herring, John P. Measurement of Liking and Dielikin~ 
Journal of Educational Psychology 
YY • :"1 l n':l lia-r•''" :l~1 
And Witty and Lehman 1/ state "Subjective states of affec-
tion are not easy Gf approach by direct measurement; and in 
the case of indirect measurement of them, it is likely that 
choices would be the best crit·erion." 
In 1927 the Journal of Abnormal and Social 
Psychology published a technique by Thurstone 21 for using 
the paired-comparison method of determining children's 
preferences. Weedon 3/ found an easier method of doing it. 
Her results showed a scale value that is fully as accurate 
as Thurstone's. 
This technique will be followed closely. 
The number of activities a pupil may enjoy in 
the field of Social Studies is huge, ranging all the way 
from building a Swiss village or making a Greek mask to 
drawing -maps and answering tests questions and so on. 
1/ Witty, Paul and Lehman, Harvey C. Collecting Interest~ 
of Children 
2/ Thurstone, L. L. 
3/ Weedon, Vi vi an 
Journal of Educational 
PsycholoH .. 
:X:XIV-3: · 0 March,l933 
The Method of Paired Comparisons for 
Social Values 
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psy-
chology 
XXI: 384-400 January-March, 1927 
A Technique for Determining Interest 
Educational Research Bulletins 
· xt!-8: November 14, 1934 pp.l91-197 
XII-9: December 12, 1934 pp.231-234 
8 
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The list of activities coumd run into thousands if one were 
to list all that could be collected the country over. It is 
sensible and necessary, then, to cut and divide activities 
into classes and types, eliminating and cutting down until a 
workable list is attained. 
In this study typing was begun by limiting to 
written activities of the Social Studies. All written 
activities that seemed feasible were collected. From Wilson's 
"Things To Do" l/ came this list: 
1. Copy material 
2. Complete a statement 
3. Make a list 
4. Classify items 
5. Write a singie sentence 
6. Make a summary 
7. Make an outline 
8. Write an advertisement or slogan 
9. Write a theme 
10. Work a problem 
At this point a few drawing activities such as, 
draw a map, draw a diagram, make a graph; were included as 
further possibilities. From fellow-teachers the following 
were added further to the list: 
1. Contribute to a report with a 
committee group 
2. Fill in the blanks 
3. Mark the correct title 
4. Mark the correct words and phrases 
5. Make up a question 
6. Mark a map 
7. Mark a graph or chart 
1/ Wilson, Howard Things to Do 
Historical Outlook XX: 218-224 
May, 1929 
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8. Fill in a crossword puzzle 
9. Make a report by yourself 
10. Write a letter 
11. Write a d1ary 
12. Take notes on class reports 
13. Label pictures 
In order to compare activities and give choices 
i .t was discovered that such a list would be too long, un-
wieldy and cumbersome. By eliminating all activities having 
to do with drawing and testing and by choosing, from the 
remaining list, the most common among written activities, 
the final list came to be as follows: 
1. Copy material 
2. Write a list 
3. Write a summary 
4. Write an outline 
5. Work with a committee to write a report 
6. Write a question 
7. Write a report by yourself 
8. Write a letter 
9. Write a diary 
10. Take notes on class reports 
Now with the list of activities, a chart could be 
set up whereby each activity was to be compared with every 
other activity. By use of an algebraic formula it was 
pissible to determine the number of items to be used: 
lf(N-1) 
2 
N =Number of activities 
10( 10-lJ. -2 100-10 2 ~- 45 
Forty-five choices be:aame the length of the check list. 
Then - setting a chart, it was determined which activities 
were being compared to which with no duplications. This was 
10 
I 
" 
11 
. - --
done at random, comparing each activity with every other 
activity in order to present a sufficiently varied order 
of choices. 
TABLE I 
GUIDE FOR PAIRED-COMPARISON OF 10 WRITTEN ACTIVITIES 
Item Comparing _ Item Comparing Item Comparing 
No. Activities No. Activities No. Activities 
1 1 and 7 16 8 and 6 31 5 and 8 
2 2 and 3 17 2 and 9 32 5 and 3 
3 3 and 8 18 3 and 10 33 4 and 7 
4 5 and 6 19 6 and 4 34 1 and 3 
5 2 and ? 20 4 and 9 35 10 and 2 
6 5 and 10 21 10 and 6 36 7 and 8 
7 6 and 1 22 8 and 2 3? 8 and 9 
8 2 and 1 23 7 and 3 38 7 and 10 
9 9 and 5 24 6 and 9 39 8 and 1 
- . 
10 3 and 4 25 4 and 2 40 3 and ·6 
11 4 and 5 26 10 and 4 41 10 and a 
12 1 and 5 27 7 and 5 42 6 and 2 
13 9 and 3 28 1 and 9 43 9 and 10 
14 6 and 7 29 9 and 7 44 8 and 4 
15 2 and 5 30 4 and 1 45 1 and 10 
.. 
It was now easy enough to make up the check list so 
that it read like this: 
1. Which would you rather do 
Copy a paragraph about Thomas Jefferson a( ) 
or 
Write a report about Thomas Jefferson 
by yourself? g( ) 
2. Which would you ·rather do 
Write a list of the products of Germany b( ) 
or 
Write a summary of the products of Germany? c( ) 
3. Would you prefer to 
Write a summary about life in New England today 
or c( ) 
·write a letter to a boy or girl in a foreign 
country telling them about life in New England? 
h( ) 
and so on in like manner until all forty-five choices had 
been ·completed. The small letters were printed to the left of 
the answer box to facilitate tabulating the checked tests. 
The key to this tabulation is aa follows: 
TABLE II 
KEY TO T.ABULATI ON 
1. a 6. f 
2. b 7. g 
3. c 8. h 
4. d 9. i 
5. e 10. j 
12 
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Description of Pupil Population 
I . 
Schools chosen for the administering of this 
questionnaire were neither of the outstandingly progressive 
type nor the rigid "old school" type. The two cities and one 
town in which the questionnaire was presented are of similar 
sort - residential, with a varied population running from 
the child of average means and ability to the child with a 
high cultaral backg_round and high I. Q. 
Presentation 
Before presenting the test, it was expedient to 
make sure the class understood what each activity was, the 
sort of work it entailed and why this check was being made. 
For example, man~ pupils thought that making up 
a question would be a very simple task until it was explained 
that a good question called for careful thought in framing 
and a complete answer ready to back up the question. 
To some pupils the check list was a preview of 
what they would be expected to do for the rest of the year 
until its purpose was explained by the teacher. 
It was also necessary to explain to the teacher 
giving the test that she was in no way to influence the 
choices other than to eKplain as plainly as possible the 
meaning of any activity questioned. The pupils were to think 
solely of the activity involved; not of the subject matter 
which was used to present the choice. 
---~===--=--qp===========================================================9p~~==----
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1 Method of computation for paired-comparison teehnigue ·~ S· 
The results of the teets were tabulated by classes. 
The letters "a" through "j" were listed on a piece of paper. 
The letter of each choice checked by each pupil was recorded 
beside that same letter on the tabulation paper. The total 
number of choices for all papers of that particular class 
were recorded on this same paper. For example, there were 
23 pupils in the first class tested. After tabulating the 
results of these papers, it was found that activity "a -
copy material• was chosen 125 times, activity "b - write a 
list" was chosen 106 times, activity •c - write a summary" 
was chosen 65 times and so on through the 10 activities. 
By multiplying the 45 choices times the number of pupils 
taking the test, an accurate check could be kept on the tabu-
lations. On the first class tested the total number of 
choices was 45 times 23 or 1035. By adding the number of t 
times all activities were chosen the total was also found to 
be 1035. 
Individual test results, with the exception of 
40 pupils, were not kept. 
After correcting or tabulating the papers, record-
ing the totals of tabulations and checking the results for 
accuracy, the next problem was to find the scale value of 
each activity, or the percentage value it had as compared to 
the other activities. 
Taking the first class of 23 pupils again as an 
example, computing wae done in this way: 
9 times is the highest number of times which each activ-
. ity could have be·en chosen by each individual taking the test. 
23 times 9 equals 197 or the highest possible number of 
choices that any activity could have in a group of 23 pupils. 
Activity "a - copy material" was chosen 125 times. By divid-
ingl25 by 197 the percentage or scale value of .63 or 63.4% 
is determined. 
This technique is the one suggested by Weedon. 1/ 
It was worked out successfully to determine pupils' interests 
outside of school. 12 activities were listed and t he results 
obtained in this s·ame way. Also suggested by Weedon was a 
table recording the results of individual pupil's choices. I 
In an attempt to further clarify choice of interestJ 
in the present study, a class of 20 fifth grade pupils and a 
class of 20 sixth grade pupils ·were set apart and the individ 
ual results of their papers recorded. These two classes of 
pupils were · chosen as being the most average and as best rep-
resenting their grade group. These two groupe are also div-
ided to show differentiation between boys'and girls' choices. 
1/ Weedon, Vivian A Technique for Determining 
Interest 
Educational Research :Bulletin 
XII-8: November 14, 1934·: pp.l91 
XII-9: December 12, 1934 .· 197 
2 
15 
The tests were first presented to 110 fifth grade 
pupils and 121 sixth grade pupils, a total of 231 in all. 
The teste were corrected and checked. In order to analyze 
these results, the rank of each activity by classes was re-
corded~!/ Although activity number 5, "write a committee re-
port" showed a high place in most oases the other activities 
ranged from first to eighth and ninth or from second to ninth 
and tenth place in rank. It seemed advisable to present sev-
eral more tests. With these additional numbers of tests the 
total results would surely show whether the first tests had 
been a good example of children's preferences in written act-
ivities of the social studies or whether the additional tests 
proved other preferences. 
135 additional tests were presented to fifth grade 
pupils and 143 additional tests were presented to sixth grade 
pupils. This made the total number of fifth grade pupils 
tested, 245 and the total number of sixth grade pupils tested, 
264. The total number of teste administered for the whole 
study was 509tt· 
1/ See TABLE III, Page 19 
l 
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CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data were analyzed to determine: 
1. Which written activity was preferred by both fifth 
and sixth grade pupils. 
2. Which written activity was preferred by sixth grade 
pupils. 
3. Which written activity was preferred by fif.th grade 
pupils. 
4. Which written activity was least preferred by both 
fifth and sixth grade pupils. 
5. Which written activity was least pre£erred by sixth 
grade pupils. 
6. Which written activity was least preferred by fifth 
grade pupils. 
The data were also analyzed -to discover: 
1. Individual differences in choice of written activities 
of a sampling of sixth grade pupils. 
2. Individual dif~erences in choice of written activities 
of a sampli:p.g of fifth grade pupils. 
3. Range of difference in choice among nine fifth and 
eleven sixth grade claases 
1'1 
I 
I 
4. Differences in choice between boys and girls in a 
sampling of sixth graae pupils. 
5. Differences in choice between boys and girls in a 
sampling of fifth grade pupils. 
18 
r 
I 
19 
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I TABLE III I 
I 
RANKING(R) OF ACTIVITIES OF FIRST 110 FIFTH GRADE PUPILS 
AND FIRST 121 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS TESTED 
I 
(BY CLASS GROUPS) 
G G G G G G G G G 
Activity v v v v VI VI VI VI VI 
R R R R R R R R R 
l. Copy material 8 9 2 5 l 4 7 4 4 
2. Write a list 4 8 4.5 3 5 2 4 5 2 
3. Write a summary 5.5 5 6 8 10 7 6 9.5 10 
I 4. Write an outline 9 6 7 10 8 5 3 9.5 9 
5. Work with 2 or 3 
other people to 
write a report 2 3 l l 7 l 5 3 3 
II 
6. Write a question 10 10 10 6 6 10 10 7 l 
7. Write a report i 
I 
by yourself 3 4 9 4 9 3 9 6 8 
a. Write a letter 7 2 4.5 9 2 6 1 2 6.5 
' 
9. Write a diary l l 8 2 3 8 2 l 6.5 
P.o. Take notes 5.5 7 3 7 4 9 8 8 5 
An appraisal of the results of the first 231 tests 
presented shows a diverse ranking_ of preferences. Each 
activity has a wide range, most of them reaching from ninth 
or tenth place to first or second. It may be said, however, 
that activities 5, 8 and 9 are most consistently near the 
top for the sixth grade, while activities 5 and 9 are near-
-
I 
I 
I I 
I 
II I 
20 
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est the top in grade five. 
Because of the great range tn rank, it was 
deemed advisable to administer the test to like groups of 
fifth and sixth grade pupils in another city. 
21 
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TABLE IV 
RANKING(R) OF ACTIVITIES OF ADDITIONAL 
135 FIFTH GRADE PUPILS AND 143 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS 
(BY CLASS GROUPS) 
G G G G G G G G G G G 
Act. No. v v v v v VI VI VI VI VI VI 
R R R R R R R R R R R 
1. 9 10 1 5 5 10 9 10 3 2.5 7 
2. 4 6 5 6 6.5 7 5 8 7 5 5 
3. 7 9 10 7.5 10 5 7 7 10 7 9 
4. 5 5 6 9 8.5 6 6 5 8 8 3 
5. 1 3.5 2 4 2 2 3 1 1 1 1 
6. 10 8 4 10 1 9 10 9 5 4 10 
7. 2 3.5 8 1 6.5 1 1 2 6 6 2 
a. 3 2 7 3 3 3 2 4 4 9 4 
9. 6 7 9 2 8.5 4 4 6 9 10 8 
-
10. 8 1 3 7.5 4 8 8 3 2 2.5 6 
The ranking of 278 additional tests shows no spec-
tacular difference when compared to the first testa given. 
Most of the activities range all the way from ninth or tenth 
place to first or second. The choice of writing a committee 
report again is nearest the top most often for both fifth and 
sixth grades. 
The table on the following page shows a comparison 
of all groups tested. 
22:· 
.. 
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TABLE .. -.,. 
COMPARISON IN RANK OF PREFERENCES ON TESTS 
GIVEN TO NINE FIFTH .GRADES .AND ELEVEN SIXTH GRADES 
Part I 
-
G G G G G G G G G 
Activity v v v v v v v v v 
R R R R R R R R R 
1. Copy material 8 9 2 5 9 10 1 5 5 
2. Write a list 4 8 4.5 3 4 6 5 6 6.5 
3. Write a summary 5.5 5 6 8 7 9 10 7.5 10 
4. Write an outline 9 6 7 10 5 5 6 9 8.5 
5. Work with 2 or 3 
other people to 
write a report 2 3 1 1 1 3.5 2 4 2 
6. Write a question 10 10 10 6 10 8 4 10 1 
7. Write a report 
by yourself 3 4 9 4 2 3.5 8 1 6 .f 
a. Write a letter 7 2 4.5 9 3 2 7 3 3 
9. Write a diary 1 1 8 2 6 7 9 2 8. !5 
~0. Take notes 5.5 7 3 7 8 1 3 7.5 4 
~3 
TABLE ·_-y- continued 
Part II 
G G G G G G G G G G G 
Activity VI VI VI VI VI VI VI VI VI YI VI 
R R R R R R R R R R R 
1. Copy material 1 4 7 4 10 9 10 3 2.f 7 4 
2. Write a list 5 2 4 5 2 7 ' 5 8 9 5 5 
• 
3. Write a summary 10 7 6 9 .f 10 5 7 7 10 7 9 
4. Write an outline 8 5 3 9.f 9 6 6 5 8 8 3 
5. Work with 2 or 3 
other people to 
' 
write a report 7 1 5 3 3 2 3 1 1 1 1 
6. Write a question 6 10 10 7 1 9 10 9 5 4 10 
7. Write a report 
by yourself 9 3 9 6 8 1 1 2 6 6 2 
8. Write a letter 2 6 1 2 6 .f 3 4 6 4 9 4 
9. Write a diary 3 8 2 1 6. f 4 2 4 9 10 8 
~o. Take notes 4 9 8 8 5 8 8 3 2 2 .f 6 
This table showing variance in rank of the ten 
choices of written activities in fifth and sixth grades 
is still almost too varied to inte:ppret. It does show, 
however, that activity No. 5 is nearest to the top and 
activity No. 6 nearest to the bottom in choice. Six of 
the activities, Nos. 1, 6, 7, a, 9 and 10 range all the 
way in rank from first choice to ninth or tenth choice 
by varying groups while activities, Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 range 
from first to seventh or third to tenth place. 
Overall scale values have, of course, brought a 
definite standing to each activity, but certain moot 
questions may be offered on individual class results: 
1. Does the I. Q,. of the class have an influence on 
the choice of activity? 
2. Does the type of activity used most by the teacher 
show up in the preferences of the class? 
3. Did the teacher influence the group? 
4. Did the subject-matter of the questionnaire 
serve to influence the choices? 
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TABLE VI 
RESULTS OBTAINED FOR 509 FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE PUPILS' TESTS 
Activity 
Work with two or three other 
people to write a report ••••• 
Write a letter 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Write a report by yourself ••• 
Write a diary •••••••••••••••• 
Take notes ••••••••••••••••••• 
Write a list ••••••••••••••••• 
Copy material •••••••••••••••• 
Write an outline ••••••••••••• 
Write a summary · •••••••••••••• 
Write a question ••••••••••••• 
ActivJ.ty 
Number Rank 
5 1 
8 
7 
9 
10 
2 
1 
4 
3 
6 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
Percent 
61.5 
54.9 
53.1 
51.4 
49.9 
47.2 
42.1 
46.6 
43.4 
42.2 
The figures of the overall results show that 
of the ten written choices, fifth and sixth grade pupils 
prefer working with two or three other people to write 
reports. Its scale value is 61.5 percent. This activity 
leads all others by a wide margin of 6.6 percent. 
The activity liked the least by both groups is to 
write a question with a scale value of 42.2 percent. 
Further investigation could perhaps bring to 
light why these activities fall as they do in preference 
:bank 
TABLE VII 
RESULTB OBTAINED FOR 264 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS ON TESTS GIVEN 
Activity 
Activity Number Rank Percent 
Work with two or three other 
people to write a report • • • • • • 5 1 60.2 
Write a letter • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8 2 55.7 
Write a report by yourself . . . . 7 3 54.1 
Write a list • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 4 50.2 
Write a diary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 5 49.7 
Take notes • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 6 48.9 
Write an outline • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 7 48.2 
Copy material • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 8 46.2 
Write a question • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6 9 44.1 
Write a summary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 10 42.3 
Sixth grade pupils prefer to write a committee 
report with a scale value of 60.2 percent. This leads 
over writing a letter, the next in rank, by 4.5 points. 
Least preferred is to write a summary with a 
scale value of 42.3 percent. After the jump f~m 60.2 to 
55.7 percent, the other activities fall in rank from 55.0 
to 44.1 percent. There is not a wide jump in percentage 
between any of the other activities and activities 10 and 
4 are very close in percentage value. 
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TABLE VIII 
RESULTS OBTAINED FOR 245 FIFTH GRADE PUPILS ON TESTS GIVEN 
Activity 
Work with two or three other 
people to write a report •••• 
Write a letter •••••••••••••• 
Write a diary ••••••••••••••• 
Write a report by yourself •• 
Take notes •••••••••••••••••• 
Write a list •••••••••••••••• 
Copy material ••••••••••••••• 
Write -an outline •••••••••••• 
Write a summary ••••••••••••• 
Write a question •••••••••••• 
Activity 
Number Rank 
5 1 
8 
9 
7 
10 
2 
1 
4 
3 
6 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
Percent 
63.0 
54.1 
53.2 
51.9 
50.9 
48.5 
48.1 
45.0 
44.6 
40.1 
Fifth grade pupils tested preferred to write a 
committee report. With a scale value of 63.0 percent this 
activity leads by a wide margin of 8.9 percent. 
To write a question is least preferred, by far, 
having a scale value of 40.1 percent. Writing a summary 
is next to the lowest on the list. 
All other activities have scale values in close 
proXIilmity to each other showing neither violent likes nor 
dislikes. 
28 
-=-=-==--====~~========~=============~==============================~====!===~== -----
TABLE IX 
COMPARISON OF RESULTS OF FIFTH .AND SIXTH GRADE PREFERENCES 
Grade V Grade VI 
Rank Activity Percent Activity Percent 
Number Number 
1 5 63.0 5 60.2 
2 8 54.1 8 55.7 
3 9 53.2 7 54.1 
4 7 51.9 2 50.2 
5 10 50.9 9 49.7 
6 2 48.5 10 48.9 
7 1 48.1 4 48.2 
8 4 45.0 1 46.2 
9 3 44.6 6 44.1 
10 6 40.1 3 42.3 
:Both grades enthueiastiaally have chosen to ·· 
writ,e committee reports over all other activities. :Both 
grades have chosen, next in rank, to write a letter. For 
third and fourth place there is an interchange of prefer-
ences, fifth grades preferring to write a diary third and 
to write a report alone fourth. The sixth grade chose 
writing a report alone third and writing a list fourth. 
The activities between the two groups are changed 
around in varying order through the middle of the list. 
Choices 9 and 10, however, are the same, although in reverse 
order to each· other. Grade V puts writing a summaX)l ninth 
and writing a question tenth, while Grade VI puts writing a 
question ninth and writing a summary tenth. 
The causes for these differences in choice makes 
an excellent subject for further study. The following list, 
however, may be considered. as determining factors in such 
choices: 
1. Being and working with people is a natural 
instinct. Therefore, when the opportunity 
presents itself, most children would rather 
work with others. 
2. Here again, to write a letter is communication 
with someone else, a sharing activity. It is 
an opportunity to tell someone else about some-
thing you know. or feel. 
3. Many avid children have a desire for information. 
This, then, helps to explain the high rank of 
writing a report alone. These children like 
to seek their own information and report fully 
to their heart '-e desire. 
4. Because most of the preferences referring to 
writing a diary are worded as an imaginary 
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diary, this activity ranked high with many 
children - those with a vivid ±magination 
because it gave them the opportunity to use 
their imaginations and knowledge of fact in 
close connection with each other. 
5. At the bottom of the preference list writing 
a question may be found, because a good 
question is difficult for a child to compose. 
6. It is easier for a child to tell about a 
thing in great detail all the way through 
or in so.ttle part, than it is to cut down 
and tell the main ideas. He prefers to 
tell all rather than summarize. 
7. The remaining· activities are f ·ound in great 
variance on the scale of values. Preference 
for such activities seems to depend a great 
~. -. 
deal upon the individual likes and dislikes 
of the personality involved. 
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TABLE ~·x 
INDIVIDUAL CHOICES OF 20 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS 
ON TEN WRITTEN ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES 
I Part I 
Puni1 Number 
Act. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9110111 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 No. Num1:5er of times this activity wae chosen 
1 5 1 3 2 7 2 6 4 5 6 9 3 5 4 0 2 6 6 7 e 
2 7 1 4 3 6 5 4 7 5 5 4 2 7 4 2 5 5 1 6 5 
3 5 4 5 4 3 3 3 5 4 2 3 4 2 3 4 4 4 5 3 3 
4 4 4 6 4 4 3 4 4 6 3 5 3 2 5 . 3 1 0 4 3 4 
5 4 9 4 7 4 6 7 a 2 2 4 5 7 7 5 4 6 9 5 1 
6 0 5 3 7 6 3 1 2 7 5 5 3 1 7 3 3 4 4 6 2 
7 5 6 2 5 1 3 0 4 3 4 1 3 4 4 7 8 3 7 8 ~ I 
8 3 6 7 4 5 8 8 2 7 7 4 9 5 6 9 8 7 4 2 8 
9 6 4 6 5 7 8 9 8 2 5 7 8 8 2 a 8 9 1 4 9 
10 6 5 5 4 2 4 3 5 4 6 3 5 4 3 4 2 1 4 l ~ 
'rot. 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 . 45 45 45 
. 
TABLE . X continued 
Part II 
·Act. Scale 
NO. Activity Totals Value Rank 
1. Copy material • • • • • • • • • • • • 89 49.4 4 
2. Write a list ••••••• •• • • •• 85 47.2 5 
3. Write a summary •• •• • •• • •• 73 40.5 9.5 
4. Write an outline • • • • • • • • • 73 40.5 9.5 
5. Work with 2 or 3 other 
people to write a report • 106 58.8 3 
6. Write a question • • • • • • • • • 77 42.7 7 
7. Write a report by yourself 80 44.4 6 
8. Write a letter • • • • • • • • • • • 118 65.5 2 
9. Write a diary • • • • • • • • • • • • 125 69.4 1 
10. Take notes 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 74 41.1 8 
No conclusions may be determined by the results 
of these 20 individual tests. Rank and scale value columns 
show that activities numbered 8, 7 and 3 were highest among 
the cl ass preferences but individual choices are pretty 
well mixed up. A further study of note here would be to 
compare results of individual choices with the I. Q,. of 
these same persons. 
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TABLE XI 
INDIVIDUAL CHOICES OF 20 FIFTH GRADE PUPILS 
ON TEN WRITTEN ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCI.AL STUDIES 
Part I I 
Punil nnmlu~r 
Act. 1 2 3 4 51 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
No. Number of times this activity was chosen 
1 7 7 6 1 6 1 2 1 4 5 6 8 2 5 7 5 5 2 6 5 
2 8 6 6 5 5 5 2 1 4 5 5 6 3 3 5 4 6 5 3 4 
3 5 5 3 3 5 7 6 4 3 5 2 7 6 1 3 3 6 3 4 2 
4 4 6 5 3 0 3 6 5 0 1 4 4 6 2 4 2 4 "4 5 3 
5 4 0 6 4 7 8 5 8 9 3 9 0 8 6 5 9 2 6 8 4 
6 9 2 6 4 5 3 3 1 4 5 2 5 7 8 7 2 6 5 0 7 
7 1 7 3 3 3 8 5 7 3 6 0 5 5 6 4 2 6 2 5 4 
- -
8 0 5 5 8 7 1 4 6 6 7 7 1 2 2 1 6 3 6 7 3 
9 3 3 4 9 1 7 3 9 5 1 6 5 3 6 5 7 3 ? 8 6 
p.e 4 4 1 5 6 2 9 3 7 ? 4 4 3 6 4 6 4 3 3 6 
~ot. 45 45 45 ~5 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 ~5 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 
' 
TABLE XI -- continued 
Part II 
Act. Scale 
No. Activity Totals Value Rank 
1. Copy material • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 91 50.5 3e25 
2. Write a list • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 91 50.5 3.25 
3. Write a summary • • • • • • • • • • • • • 83 46.1 9 
4. Write an outline • • • • • • • • • • • • ?1 39.1 10 
5. Work with 2 or 3 other . -
people to write a report • • • • 111 66.6 1 
6. Write a question • • • • • • • • • • • • 91 50.5 3.25 
?. Write a report by yourself • • 85 4?.2 8 
a. Write a letter••••••••••••••• 8? 48.3 ? 
9. Write a diary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 101 56.2 2 
10. Take notes • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 91 50.5 3.25 
Here again, no conclusions may be determined 
by the results of these 20 individual tests. Rank and 
scale value show that activities numbered 5, 9 and 2 a r e 
highest among preferencew but individual choices are 
pretty well mixed up. A further study of note here 
would be to compare results of individual choices with 
the I. ~· of these same pupils. 
TABLE XII 
COMPARISON OF THE PREFERENCES 
OF 11 BOYS AND 9 GIRLS IN THE SIXTH GR.Alll 
Activity Boys _G_i_ti_s_ 
Number Rank Percent Rank Percent 
1· 9.5 39.3 3 61.7 
2. 9.5 39.3 4 55.5 
3. 7.5 43.4 8.5 35.8 
4. 7.5 43.4 8.5 35.8 
5. 1 66.6 5 49.3 
6. 5 46.4 7 37.0 
7. 4 47.4 6 40.7 
a. 2 63.6 2 69.1 
9. 3 59.5 1 80.2 
10. 6 45.4 10 34.5 
These boys and girls are the same 20 who were 
used to show individual results in Table x·. The individual 
results showed a varied choice and this table bears out that 
evidence • 
. The boys as a whole, chose to write a committee re-
port first, while the girls chose to write a diary first. 
Both groups chose to write a letter second. There is no con-
sistency in choice from here on. These results also bear out 
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the assumption that individual differences and I. ~. have 
a great deal to do with these choices. 
TABLE XIII 
COMPARISON OF THE PREFERENCES 
OF 7 BOYS AND 13 GIRLS IN THE FIFTH GRADE 
Activity Boys Girls 
Number Rank Percent Rank Percent 
1 7.5 47.6 5.5 52.1 
2 7.5 47.6 5.5 52.1 
3 5.5 49.2 8 45.2 
4 4 50.7 10 32.4 
5 1.5 60.3 1 62.3 
6 3 57.1 7 47.0 
7 1.5 60.3 9 39.3 
8 10 31.7 3 57.2 
9 5.5 49.2 2 59.8 
10 9 46.0 4 52.9 
These boys and girls are the same 20 who were 
used to show individual choices in Table XI. The individual 
results showed a varied choice and this table further bears 
out that evidence. 
The boys, as a whole, chose both wrtting a com· 
mittee report and writing a report alone for first place, 
=========11==========-~~~--~~~~~======= =============~~~-===4~==== 
while the girls chose to write a committee report. The 
comparison of other choices of activities shows no other 
agreement between the two groupe. It is rather a contrast 
from here on. 
As has been stated before, these two classes, 
a fifth grade and a sixth grade, were chosen because they 
seemed to beet represent average groups for their grade 
level. 
The analysis of these groupe as boys and girls, 
the analysis as individuals and the experience of the 
writer in tabulating 509 such papers, seems to indicate 
that individual differences are the determining factors in 
choice of activities preferred. 
The intelligence of these individuals would be 
one of the most important of these factors. A study, where 
in the I. Q,. of pupils is compared to their preferences 
' 
and interests, seems of utmost importance and interest. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Purpose of the study: 
The aims of this study were: 
1~ To determine which written activities in the Social 
Studies are preferred by both fifth and sixth grade 
pupils. 
2. To determine which written activities of the Social 
Studies are preferred by sixth grade pupils. 
3. To determine which written activities of the Social 
Studies are preferred by fifth grade pupils. 
4. To determine which written activities of the Social 
Studies are least preferred by both fifth and sixth 
grade pupils. 
5. To determine which written activities of the Social 
Studies are least preferred by sixth grade pupils. 
6. To determine which written activities of the Social 
Studies are least preferred by fifth grade pupils. 
7. To discover reasons for variances in choice between 
fifth and sixthgrade pupils. 
8. To consider individual results of choices among 
individual fifth and sixth grade pupils. 
9. To compare choices of a sampling of boys and girls. · 
========~====-~=~=-==-=-=~-===========-=-=-==-=-=-==================================~======~ 
---·--- -·- ---~·· ================ 
Procedure 
A list of ten activities was chosen from .which 
a questionnaire of p.~ired comparisons was built. The 
questionnaire contained 45 choices of activities and was 
presented to 245 fifth grade pupils and 264 sixth grade 
pupils, a total of 509 children. 
The list of written activities was as follows: 
1. Copy material 
2. Write a list 
3. Write a summary 
4. Write an outline 
5. Work with a committee to write a report 
6. Write a question 
7. Write a report by yourself 
B. Write a letter 
9. Write a diary 
10. Take notes on class reports 
The tests were tabulated and the results checked. 
Computations, whereby a scale value or percentage value 
could be placed on each activity were determined. Tables 
were established and analyses made of the results of the 
study. 
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Conclusions 
The following eonclusionswere drawn from the 
analyses of the data collected: 
1. Fifth and sixth grade boys and girls prefer to 
work with two or three other people to write a 
report, over all other activities. 
2. Sixth grade pupils prefer to work with two or 
three other people to ' write a report, over all 
other activities. 
3. Fifth grade pupils prefer to work with two or 
three other people to write a report, over all 
other activities. 
4. Fifth and sixth grade pupils prefer least of all 
to write a question. 
5. Sixth grade pupils prefer least of all ·to write 
a summary. 
6. Fifth grade pupils prefer least of all to write 
a question. 
7. Individual choices among both fifth and sixth 
gra4e pupils were as varied as the individual 
personalities themselves. 
8. Choices of boys and girls in the sixth grade 
showed little similarity. 
9. Choices of boys and girls in the fifth grade 
showed little similarity and were at variance 
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with the sixth grade boy and girl results. 
10. The activity of writing a committee report was the 
only preference which showed decisive popularity 
throughout the study. 
11. No proved reasons for choices could be determined 
from the analyses of the data. 
Further conclusions 
1. ·rt i s an assumed conclusion that the natural 
gregarious instinct of people accounts for the 
preference of working with other people. 
2. It is an assumed conclusion that fifth and sixth 
grade pupils find writing a question the least 
interesting and hardest activity to compose. 
3. It is an assumed conclusion that sixth grade 
pupils also find writing a summary the least 
interesting and a mo!e difficult activity to do. 
4. It is an as~ed conclusion that many children will 
choose the activity they think is the easiest, 
regardless of the matter of interest. 
5. It is also concluded that the results of this 
study have made only the smallest contribution 
in the area of children's interests. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
1. Using these same questionnaires, analys-es may be made 
to show preferences of boys in written activities of 
the Social Studies. 
2. Using these same questionnaires, analyses may be made 
to show preferences of girls in written activities of 
the Social Studies. 
3. Comparing the results of these preferences with the 
I. Q,. of the pupils to determine whether the choice 
of activity is influenced by the I. Q. 
4. Comparing the results of these preferences with the 
type of activity used most by the classroom teachers 
of these pupils to determine whether the choice of 
activity is influenced by frequent use. 
5. Presenting the questionnaire to these same pupils 
at a later date to find the coefficient of correla-
tion in their choice. 
6. Using this same list on these same pupils three or 
four years later to determine changing interests. 
7. Using this same list on a retarded group of pupils 
to determine the connection between preference and 
ability. 
8. Building a questionnaire which includes oral, manual 
and written activities of the Social Studies to 
determine which are preferred. 
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APPENDIX 
NAME 
Here is a list of things to help teachers decide what 
kinds of ·written lessons you lilce best to do. There are 45 
choices on these pages. !Re8.d them carefully and then put a 
check in the little space beside the ones you would rather do. 
1. Which would you rather do 
Copy a paragraph about Thomas Jefferson a ( 
or 
Write a report about Thomas Jefferson by yourself?g( ) 
Which would you r ather do 
Write a list of the products of Germany 
or 
Write a summary of the products of GermanyZ 
b ( ) 
c ( ) 
3 .. Would you prefer to 
4. 
6. 
7 .• 
8. 
9. 
Write o. summary about life in New Engl o.nd today c ( ) 
or 
Write a le tter to a boy or girl in a foreign 
country telling them about life in New England? h( 
Would you rather 
\lork with two or three other pe ople to write a 
report on the Levvi s o.nd Clark Expedition 
or 
Write a question about Lewis and Clark? 
Would you rather 
Ylrite a list of books about England 
or 
Write a report by yourself about England? 
V!hich would you rather do 
Work v1ith tvvo or three other people to write a 
report on Switzerland 
or 
Take notps on a report about Switzerland? 
Which do you prefer 
To write a question about Daniel Boone 
or 
To copy a paragraph about Daniel Boone? 
Which do you prefer 
To write a list of poems about Weather 
or 
To copy severa l pap~graphs about <7co.ther? 
~ould you rather 
Wri to an imaginary diary about your trip to 
Californis in 1849 
or 
\7ork with two or three o:bhcr people to wri to a 
report about tho Forty-nincrs? 
e ( 
f( ) 
b ( ) 
g ( ) 
e ( ) 
j ( 
:r( ) 
a ( } 
b ( 
a ( 
i ( ) 
e ( ) 
·- ----
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
Which do you p r e f e r to do 
Ylrito a summ.J.r y c.bout tho Re volution a r y War c ( ) 
or 
Wr i to a n o '~tl ino of tho Revolutionary Vla r ? d( 
·,"Jh:L. c l:J. F ov l ci you ::.'a tho r do 
Dr~t c an aut l ~no of the Revolutiona r y Tia r 
or 
1.70 l' j{ \'.':l:c '1 two o r t h r o e other people to write a 
d( 
rGu~rt o~ tho Revolutionary ~ar? e( ) 
i;Jh ic h V!()'L".. !..d. ·y-cu. ~-:>a tho :::' do 
Copy E;, ~xt,~e ab(' Ut "Gho Crus ados 
OX' 
~7o rk wi th b :m o r throe other pooplo to write n 
rcpo~t nbout tho Cr usades? 
\7ould you r n thor 
rlrit o nn i maginary diD.r y about ~:-our s t ny in 
southe rn Ca l ifo r nia 
or 
'.7ri to a smnmary o f mn t oria l in y our geog r aphy 
a( 
e( ) 
i( ) 
book 2.bout s ou t h orn Ca liforniu? c( ) 
14. ~7ould :rou pr e f e r to 
r!ri to a quo stion nbou t Ab rnhrun Linc o ln f'( ) 
or 
Vlri to a report by yourse lf about Abra ham Lincoln? g( ) 
15. . ~7hich would you r El thor do 
b( '.7ritc n list of me t a ls found in Spain 
or 
':Jork with two or thro e other p eople to write a 
report on tho me t a ls found in Spnin? e( ) 
16. ~hich would y ou r a ther do 
':lrito a letter to a bo7 or girl in ano t her part 
17. 
of tho Unit ed Stu tos h( ) 
or 
'.'.'rite a question ab out some p a rt of tho Unit ed 
St a t e s'? f( ) 
Would you rather 
·~7rito a list of wha t a tourist s oo s o n a trip 
through Ye llowstone Park 
or 
b( 
':Jrito a n imagina r y dia r y of you r d ays s p ent on o. 
trip through Yellowstone Park? i{ 
18. '.7ould you r a the r 
Make a summa r y of o. t a lk on Me xico given to your 
cla ss b~ an outside r q 
or 
Take notos on a c J.n ss r eport on Mexico? j ) 
/ . 
19. ~.-rould you TO.. tl:"ln r 
"':"'Jr·:i. t o o. q,_w .::; ~~:.::n about Ho. rk Tvw.in, f( 
or 
'.7r:L t o c.Jl c ~rc ! "i .ro of the Lifo of Marlr Twn in? d( 
20. ~7hJ.r;h w::.-_,_--. _r'J. , _..,.::. :;;;_·r; :·:'cr• 
To 1,Vri -s ,', a:2 -1'1·: .:,_ -_:_· :_; c .f Hor! Stool is Made 
To w-ri.t ,_· GL ~.: :.r1c!n:.: y r1iar::r of a Da:J· J.n a 
s t 0 0 1 r,:J :' . ~ )_ ~· 
d( 
i( } 
21. '.70UlC!. :T.YJ. f. ~': · c/'CH J J 
TE'J{ c n e t -(;'-' < ; ~\- >:t ·>L:::>; s :!.' Cp .Jl"'t ab out Trc..nBpora t!b.on 
j( 
~7ri t -J f'. CJ·Df; ·cio n r:b o tJ +:; ~,ransport u.t ion on tho 
l.1is .::d. s s5.pp:t. f~_ ~!. v u ~- ·,' f( 
22. -: ro u ld y·c· u ~ . ::::chc r 
24. 
25. 
26. 
~7ri t o D. 1 Jt ccr to a nnp c ompany asking for road 
maps Cf t .2C TJn i.tod s ·c :~ t O S li ) 
bP 
rli?ito o. list of b ooks ·whe re good maps of the United 
Sta to s may b e found? 1:{ 
r!hich ·would :;rou rn thor do 
r!ri to a report b y yourself on tho ·Netherlands 
or 
',7rito a sum.mary of a movie yo u have soon about 
tho Netherl ands? 
rJhich would yo u r ll thor do 
it \"!rite a que st ion about tho Mississippi River 
or 
~rite an i mnginnr y diar y of a Day a long tho 
Mississipp i Riv er ? 
rlould you pr e f e r to 
Wri to a n outline o f' tho Histor;.r of Automobiles 
or 
':7rito a list of invent i ons in u. s. A. from 
1800 to 1900? 
Would you prefe r to 
Take not e s on a class r eport about tho early 
Eg~--pt inns 
or 
g ( ) 
c ( 
f( 
d( ) 
b { ) 
5( 
~7ri to an outline of tho History of tho Ec.rly 
Eg:mtia ns? d( 
27. ~auld you rather 
<:Jri to o. r eport by yourself on Knights and Castles €!1. 
or 
~ork with two or throe other people to write ~ 
report o.bout ICJ;lights and Castles~ e( ) 
·-'% 
28. 
29. 
30. 
·' 
31. 
32. 
't7hich would you rather do 
Copy a page about Buffalo Bill 
or 
Write n.n imaginary diary of days spent with 
Buffalo Bill? 
Vlhich would ·you ra thor do 
''!rite an imaginary diary of a visit to Denmark 
or 
'.7rito a report by yourself on Denmark? 
·which would you prefer to do 
Write an outline of a study of Brazil 
or 
Copy several paragraphs about Brazil? 
Would you rather 
l7ork with two or thro e other people to write a 
report on Now York City 
or 
rTrito a letter to a dist ant friend tolling him 
about a visit to Nov; York City? 
'.'lould you ra thor 
Work with two or throe other people to write a 
report on a trip to a museum 
or 
Write a summar&t of your trip to a museum? 
a( ) 
i ( ) 
i ( ) 
g ( ) 
d( ) 
a ( ) 
e( 
h( 
e( 
c( ) 
33. \7hich do you prefer 
34. 
35. 
36. 
To write an outline of your study of tho settle-
mont of Ma s sachusetts d{ 
or 
To write a report by yourself of tho settlement 
of Mas sachusot ts? g ( ) 
Vlould you prefer to 
Copy some information about Robert Fulton a{ 
or 
1
.'!rito c.. summar:r of tho lifo of Robert Fulton? c( 
~.-rould you prefer to 
Take not e s on a report abouy Grook religion 
or 
~'Jrito o. list of tho gods and goddesses in 
j ( ) 
Grook religion? b( 
Would you rather 
~7ri to a report by yours olf about tho lifo of tho 
monks in tho Midcll o Ago s g( 
or 
Write an imo.ginary letter to a friend tolling 
of your lifo as a monk during tho Middle Ages? h( ) 
... 
• .... . __ 
5. 
17hich would you ro. thor do 
~.'Jri to o.n imagino.ry l ot tor tolling a friend 
about you~ sto.y in Paris 
or 
17!"i to an imaginary dio.ry tolling about your 
stay in Paris? 
h( 
i( ) 
38. Which would you r ather do 
40. 
41. 
43. 
45-._ 
'."!rite a report by ·yoursfhlf about tho st£~rs and 
planets g( ) 
or 
'l1akc notes on a report about stars o.nd planets? j( 
Ylould yo u ra thor 
?l!'i to a. l e tter to a trc::.vol ngonc y asldng for 
informntion ·a.bout Canada 
or 
Copy some material about Co.no.da? 
nould you ro.thor 
Make a sununary of a class movie you s aw abo ut 
·.7ild Animals of Nc:w Mexico 
or 
'."Tr ite o. quc.ot ion about a class movie you savr on 
h( 
a( ) 
c( 
·-rild Animals of lJcw Hoxico? f( } 
Would you ra thor 
Take notes on a. class report about Lexington 
and Concord, Mass. 
or 
'::rite a lett er to o. b oy or girl in England tolling 
j( ) 
them about Lexington and Concord? 1:( 
rlhich would you r o.thor do 
Write a question about Fro.ncc 
or 
':Jri to a list of the exports of Fro.ncc? 
~7o uld you prefer to 
'Jri to an i mag ino.ry diary of ~Jour trip through 
the Gre a t Lakes 
or 
f() 
b( ) 
i( ) 
Takes notes on o. cla ss report c.bout tho Great Lal{cs? j( 
'7ould you ra thor 
~7ri to an imaginary lot tor t o a bo r or girl in New 
England telling of ;.~our l:'L:fo on a southorn 
planta tion in 1850 
or 
1"lri to an outline of Life on a Southern Plantation 
in 1850? d( 
Which do :you p refe r to do 
Copy informa tion about Russia 
or 
Take note s on o. class report about Russia? 
a( ) 
j( 
